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| DEDICA LI ION: 
To the Young Nobility 


and Gentry of Scot- 
land. 


My Lords and Gentlemen. 


Here needs no Rhetorick to illuitrat the 
many and great Advantages,that accrelices 
co a Nation by the diligent Practice arid 

duc Incouragement of Hus bandrie, The thing 
{peaks for ic ſelf: Neicher need I tell you, 
| how Worthy, Noble and Excellent an Im- 


1 ployment i it 15, for thoſe whom GOD hath blet- 
{ed with large and opulent Heretable Potle(- 
fions. Itis indeed an Imploy below no man, 
no not of Kings and Prin; ces ; The Holy 
" Writ records the ſame of Uzziab,as one of his 
* beſt Characters. Crcere in his Cato major, treats 
very largely of ir, andin his moſt excellent Book 

| of Offices, penned for his S0n Afarcns to di- 

' ret him in his Youth, Life a: 6 Comm erfarn 10N : 

| He ſays, that of all Benefl tal Induffrie, cer: ain'y 
there ;5 not any thing more agreeabieor more worthy 
of a man of Honour and Re ſon, {947 the Culture 

gnd Improvement of the Farth, 

/ Of the Excercifes of Husbandrie, Hiers, 

1 lometer Attalus and Ar chelaus, all Kings, Rn writ 
| moſt fully ; Zenephon and Mago have done the 
like and belides them Cato, Varro, Pliny, Cel- 

| lamella, Virgil, Creſſentiut, Palladi: 45, and many 

2 Others 


others cf later AIR, a few of the Antients ' 
have placed the /ummun bonum in them, and have ' 
deified theſe men, who were moſt famous in that 
Profeſſion, as Aype/lo, who ted the Herds of 4d- | 
metus King of Theſſaly, Mercury and his Son Da- | 
pbnis, Pan and Protheus, . 
Virgil calls Hu:bandmen fortunate, and Horace ? 
Blefled; to fortitie t!:is, the Oracle of Delphus | \ 
pronounced Agiaus the moſt happy man ( when | | 
the Potent and Rich Creſ#s did expet the Ho- / ] 
'nour, ) and that becauſe he had a little Farm in 
Arcadia, and never ſtirred from it; it istherefore f 
no dilkonour, for your Honours to apply your 1) 
ſelves this way, which was fo highly Honoured t 
among the Antients, which was no ways {hame- ; n 
ful, for many Reman Emperors, and moſt Porent fc 
Kings, not only to dire& ( w hicb is all I require | fr 
of you ) but alſo co Till, Sow, Graft and Plane | 
their own Lands; This did Di'cleflan, and At-' ve 
talus, having voluntarly quited their Empires w 
to follow this Courſe of Life. Cyrus alſo, that''te 
great Monarch, when his Friends came to ſee 
him, was wont to Glory in nothing more than. H 
ia a Garden of hjis own Planting. Senece Plant- In 
ed Plain Trees(a Treeindeed which I recommend tin 
to be Planted near Gentlemens Houſes, and on / an 
their Avenues ) anddigged Fiſh-ponds with his 
own hands, he delig ted to be no where: more| Sc: 
willingly then in the Fields, where he is ſaid to| go! 
have ſtudied chat moſt excellent Book of racy Up 


Ir a Word, it was thought fo truly Honourableyy to. 
that the moſt Noble & Ancient Families had their! For: 
Rite and Sirname from fome particular Countrey, oug 

Im«hur 
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s | Implo#ments,as the Fab:i5-Lemuli,theE:icoroes, P;.. | 
> | ſos, from theſe Grains, the Bubulci, Statilii, Tawy;, 
tro Pompenii, Vitnli, Vitelli, Percii, Catoes, Aunii, Ca- 
- | Pris, and mny others, from their different Her- 
- | dings; and tho* Cornelius Agrippe 1n his Vanity of 
| Sciences, doth abandantly Satyriſe all other Im- 
e ? pleyments, yet he hath nothing to ſay againſt 
s | this, but tliat it is the effe of Sin, that makes us 
1 | be ar all this pains, which we muſt all acknow- 
- | ledge. | 
1 JImuſtconfeſs, that I am very well ſatisfied to 
> fee ſo much Induſtry of late, about the Dwel- 
r ling-Houſes ofthe moſt of the Nobility, and Gen- 
I try within this Kingdom As alſo,fo great Prone- 
- j neſs and Inclination for Trade, and thal be very 
e ſorry, if they meet not with due Incouragemenc 
e | from the Government» 
t:; L1ampladalſo, tohear, that His Majeſty is not 
- | very well pleaſed with our vaging Abroad, nor 
with our Unneceflar and Expenſive Court Ate 
t tendancies. 
e AI! theſe things makes me to hope, that your 
n. Honours will fer up, for what is the real and true 
- Intereſt of your Countrey, and for that which in 
d | time, will tend ro your own particular Profite, 
n | and the Aggrandizing of your Families. 
's And really, when I now confider the great 
e| SCarCity that hath happened for {everal years by- 
of gone, next unto the juſt Judgement from GOD 
Yes 0 us for our Sins, I muſt impute it in part, 


ww |} 


>Jto Our grcat negiedt of Huzbandrie, and there- 
ri fore, as the fentible effects of the fad Calamiry, 
y, ought to be a Spur to alf fincere C hriltians to 
14humb's theruſelves for their Sins, which bring 
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x - V l 
on ſucFJudgements, ſo it ought to be an Incice- };,. 
ment to all thoſe, whom God hath bleſſed with = 
Eftates to Doubie their Diligence in the Im- 
provement of thear Grounds, and that not only \.. 
by precept but —_—_— that the Land be not 
reduced to utter Milery. et 

I thal not multiply words upon this matter, 
tho' the Theam be very large and capacious, |, 
the Sub;c?t matter being fo obvious te every 
man : Bur (ball only fay a few things. = 

Husbandrie inlarg2s a Countrey, and makes * 
itasif 12 had conquered another Countrie | 
adjacent thereto ; And I am ſure, a Conqueſt ' 
by clic Spade and the Plough, is both more juſt, l of 
and of longer continuance, then what 15 got by | 
Sword and Bow. ' Pc 

Fusbandry gives Imployment to many poor | F,, 
pcopte, and fure they are much berter imploys | x4, 
ed fo,then under the matquerade name of a Sol- | 1 
dier in tim2 of PZUCC | pa 

Hasbandry breeds up and accuſtoms men to © 
Labour, wiiich as it keeps a Nation from many {ot 
Vices, which arethe ordinar Concamirtants of ? xj, 
Idieneſs ; So when neceflity requires, it firs andy ac; 
enabies them for warlike Performances, much{| þ,, 
better then by any forma), id!s, lazie way off, n@ 
Drivitings and this Caro and Vegetius athrms, {ty 

Tne Romans thought it no Diſparagement! ſha 
to take tne Generais from the Plough, and] 
Lice” tought ie n0 dilkonour to return tO! 5n6 
te ſame vguin ; they thought toil and labour} N; 
ro be the bit way of excvrciling their Soul-! ple 
diers, and. tis their Camps, Ways, Theas! ero 
' ters, Baits, Aquidudts, ati Form of Miii Di; 

ary, 
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ftary Diſcipline,which confiſtted of long March- 
es, ſpeedily performed , under the load of 
Weighty Armour, both Offenlive & Defenſive, 

S alſo Proviſion; doth abundantiie teſtifie. 
$ In fine, Husbandrie is the Stock, and Trade 
*the Improvement of chat. 

Husbandrie is the Foundation, and Trade 
 Fthe Superſtructure. 

|  Hnsbandrie furniſhes Materials for Trade, 
and maketh Barter go for Money, fo that we 

"Trade with our Goods, and beitows our Mo- 

' {ney at Home, amongſt our own People, 

+ which {till rends for the further Improvement 

| of our Lands, 

' | Up then brave Youths, leave off Courts and 
 Politicks, efpecialily when at fo great diſtarice 

{from you, and in anotner Kingdom ' Follow 

| Husbandrie and Irade, two neceilary Twins, 

- who like Man and Wife, ought not to be ſe- 

parated. 

, To what a prodigious greatneſs do ye ſee 

' { other Nations have come to, who, before the 

1 Union\of rhe two Crowns, were not to be 

 } accounted much above us; and this all by Huſ- 

1 bandrie and Trade, which we have hitherto 
- neglected, whether by a plain and tingular 

ſtupidity, or by fome other ul made Bargains, L 

| ſhal not venture to determine. 

[8-1-"3F you fall to this then in good carneſt, lay- 

{1ngaſide the general advantage to the whole 

'/ Nation, I am perſwaded you (hal find mere 

-' pleaſure and profit this way, then in the old 

*' rroden Path to London, and In time this old 

 Diftict veiitied, Non 


: 


C-) 


Now mayor eft virtus quam querere parts twers vai 
Ceſus meſs illic, hic erit artis op#s. 'tne . 
Reg: 


Which ſtrain'd to our purpoſe, may run thus, 
Its ns leſs wertue to improve our Lands, 
Then to gain more from otber Bankrupt-band:. Beat: 
The firft's true management, the others lot, \ U 
Be not then wi/e behind bant, as the SCOr. Pater 

G3 en then Noble yourg Men, and by you So 
Example, let the People under you fee how tolpefo 
do; For [ muſt ſay again, we are all more cakenjHad 
by Examiple, then by Precept: I have indeed{Befo 
good hopes of this riling Generation,and I hope !Solic 
they thal both ſee their Predeceſſors Errors, and{Befo 
fall upon good Mediums to redeem their evill|Man 
ſpent time, and thereby ſhall evite the Conſe-!He « 
quences of many poor unfortunate Courtiers; as | Save 


the Poet exprelleth it, His | 
Viam avimas, opt14 & ſumtus, impendimus aule. [Witl 
Premia pro meritis que retributa putas ? Witt 
Auls dedit nobis reſcripta vant i papire, A ju 
Et [ine mente ſones & ſine corde manu So a 
Pauces beavit aula, jLires perdidit » His 


Sed & hes quogue 19/a quo beait perdidit. 
I hall crouble your Ho:10urs no further, now 


that I chink 1 hare uſed Reaſon enough to per- | =o 

ſwad2 you to fo good and neceilar a Work ; But | © 

in caſe of obſtinazy, that I may leave you with- _ 
* 


out excuſe, and that 1 may have this to ſay. for 
my ſelf, that neither Rhime nor Reaſon cou'd | Nor 
convince you, of what is infallibly beth your Dux | Neit 
er and Intereſt: I hall conclude with, and ſar | He | 
before you, the Opinions of two very famous | In 1 
Courtiers, Herace and Buchanan, tiie one a fa- þ 

VO: 1'g 


yorite of the favorite Mzcevas, and the other of 
'the Earl of Murray, commonly called the good 
Regent, 
Horace Epod. 2. 

Beatus ille, ani procul negetiis 

Ut priſce Gens meorialtum, 
'Paterna rura bobus exercet ſuis, 

Solutus crmmi fancre, 


cfore Ambicion, Malice, Envy, Strife, 
Had feund the way to ſhorten humane life : 
Before the uſe of Gold came in Requeſt, 
Solid Contentment was mans on:yGuelt ; 
Before vain Ticles, and a Court were Known, 
Man lived Tranquilly on what was his own, 
He owed no Debt, neither had ought to crave, 
Save what from his own Lands he l.op'd to have, 
His Fathers Lands therefore with care he plowes, 
With !owing Bullocks, them in time he ſowes 
With hopeful Grain, which gquick,y doth afford, 
A juft requical to its frugal Lord. 
So all his Val's with Fruictul Corn abound, 
His Paſtours green with Flocks are chequered 

round, 
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So Doe BS 


Non excitatar cofſico miles truci ; 

Nee Horret tratum mma: 

Forumsque Vitat. C* /upirba Civium 

Patentiiorum limina:« 

Nor is he raiſ'd by Mz-s his hot allarm, 
Neither from angry Neprun fears be * arm, 

He ſhuns Law Suits, a! d 10 revds not attend 
n Anti-Chambe:s of big iouhitig Men, 
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Ergo 97 adultd vidinw propagine 
Alt 8s maritat populus : 
Inutile (que falce ramas amputans, 
Feliciores in lerit, 
Bur as bis Vines grow up he doth apply 
Both Art and pains them carefully to ty 
To ſome ſtraight Pole he pruins the fruitful 
( Vine, 
The Barrenhe roots out, and plants azain, 
Aut inredudtacvalle mugientium 
ProſpeCtat errantes grepes 
Aut preſſe puris mella conait armPhoris ; 
Aut tend;: infirm. 1SOVES ; 
Sometimes in bending val s, he's pleaſ*dto ſee 
The bellowing wandering Herds feed quietly, 
Ar other times the woolly Flocks he ſhears, 2 A 


And the ſweet honey from 1tsComb he clears 
And ſtores it up for the enlhewing years. 
Vel cum decorum mitibus Poms CAPUut; 

Autumnads ArVis Ox! nity 

Ut gaudet, inſi iva d-cerpens Pray 
Cortgntem CY WUVam pPurpur® ; i IP, 
But when long look r fort arveſt ſhews his head 
Adorn'd with Ft ruits of \\ ich we ſtand 1 in nced [> 
How doth he joy to pull the grafted Pear, 

And cluſtred grapes, which ſmalleſt twigs do bear | 
Whoſe purplc colour doth by far excel 
The purpicd roves of kings on earth who dwel. | 
Qua WAncretur ie, Priap e > fe, PALEY» 

$l/vane futon nit. 

Therefore to the Preipus praiſe redounds ; 
And to Sylvanus the Guardian of our bounds. 
Libet jacere modo ſub antigug ilice ; 

MAdodo in tenagt gramine, 


abuntur altis interim ripis ague 
Peruntur in Sylvis avles, 
onteſque Iymphis obſtrepunt manantibus: 
Sormn0s quod iwvitet levers, 


For by your care wefree from anxious thoughts 
Jafely reft under the Oaks Shaddie Boughs ; 
ulAnone in ſome green Mcadow down we ly, 

hile from high Banks the pearled Streams 
gly'd by. 
{s cerefull Nurſe, when Pabcs po to their ref, 
bant furth ſome Sonnet ſuch as Fleaſe them beſh 
>o do the Birds their Tenor, Trible, ſing 
midft the Groves, while Fountains murmuring, 
ocs beat a Counter Baſs, and doth intrap 
The painful Plow-man in a quiet nap. 
Y jAt cur toxantis annus hibernus jours, 
C bres, Niveſq; comparat, 
ut trudit ecreis hinc © binc multa cane. 
Apros in obſtantes Flapas. 
\ut ameti levi rara tendit rweia, Y 
wrdis eflacibu? dolss ; 
I Pavidumque leporemn, O& advinem laques gruew 
\d [Fucunda captat premia. 
-d [But when cold Winter comes with Rains and 
Snows, 
ar [His hoarie Fead with purled lecks he ſhows 
By Jor's command, then doth the painful 
l. Swain, 
Order hjs ſubtile toils, and then doth train 
dy force of cures the wildeſt Boars therein, 
r elſe by lighter Nets, whele Nights doth 
watch, 


The hungry Black-bird in his Snares doth catch 
By 


By Ons the fearful Hare and Stranger Swan 
Falls as a victim to #he Husbard: man. 
OQujs ncn malarum ques amor curas baber, 
Fac inter eblivikei tur ? , 
Amidſt theſe pieaſures innocent and juſt 
Who wil not ſoon forget the ills of Luſt. 
© uod i pudica mul er 17 partiem quver, 
Domum arque dulce: l;beros: 
Sqabinga anal, s, 4 ul perusta ſolibus, 
Permicis uxor appul; : | 
Sacrvm © weruſti' extrust lirnis focum 
L aſſt jv» adventum wviri: 
Cluuden/our textis cratibus Ietum pecus 
Diſt-n't a [iccet ubera: 
Et borna dulce ina promess dolio 
Dapes inemptas apparet : 
Bur if you have a Chaſte and Virtuous Wife, 
The crue ſupport and comfort of mans life, 
Who hzars her part in your Domeſtick cares, 
And manages your Childrens ſmall Aﬀairs, 
Like to Sabiza,or brave Appules Dame, 
Who by Sols Rays lovely, but black became, 
HerAouthold tire with ſeaſoned wood does burn 
As (be attends her wearied {.ords return, 
She a:{o doth the skipping Ewes reſtrain 
Within their twiited Foids, tnat {hs may 
drain 
Their weil ſtored Duggs of all their Milkie 
PN, | J 
So f:om ſweet Hop-ſhcads cleaned ibe draws Þ 


her Wine, 

Both fresh and brisk,cthat he & $she may dine 

Ca uabought Danctics neacly cooke 1n time. 
Nen 


OUS > th 2 > > 


VWIm EOS ep Hy> Sw 2H Ex 


W 


© 444 —> 


Non me lucrine juvyerint conchylia, 
Magifue rhombus, aut (cavi, 
Ss ques Eois intowats Huflibus 
| Hiems ad boc vertat mare ; 
{ Non afra avis deſcendat in ventrem mewn, 
Nen attagen Jnicus 
Fuchndior ; (uam «its de pinguiſſimis 
Olive Remis arborum 
Aut berbs lappathi prats emantis, & gravis 
Ala'ue ſalubres corpor; 
Val agna feſtis ceſa terminalibus, 
Vel baedus ereytus lupo. 


Lucrinsas Oyſters, nor the Turbot Square, C 


Neither the Scarian Fi:h, the gild-head rare 
May with theſe Dainties any ways compare, 
The Scarian Fiſh is ſaid to chaw the Cood , 

And may be found after an Eaſtern Flood, 6 
And is accounted meſt delicious Food, 

I have no Guſt for Af. icks choiſeſt Fowl, 

The A4fien Bl :ck-Cock I love with my Soul, 
And yer in pleafanrt taftc ir can't compare 

| With a green joicic O ive pulled with care, 
Nor with a L+mb kill'd at abouncing Fea't, 
Nor with a Kid catche from a Rave: ous Beaſt. 
When ereſt and dit by fair 54)/nas Laws, 

With wholeſome ma;jos Meadows Sorrel ſauce, 
Has mter epulas, wi juwVa! paſtes CUES 

Videre properantes domun \ 

Videre feſſes Vomurem inver, um boves 


| /Gells trabentes langhido : 
4tolque wernas, dins examen Domus 


bt exmn renidentes larcis 
| Amidſt 


( 


Amidſt your Banquets when wich eafe you ſee, | 


Your fatfied flocks come home ynoft joyfully: 
Aiſo your Oxen when their laþours done 
With wearied necks chaft'd by the Showers 
and SUN, 
Their revert'd Plows lay down at their re- 
turn. 


The numerous Off-ſpring of your homely Cell 


Thus by your care in Riches doth excel} 
All others wants by change 10H C47 Jupply 
Thus b?ppily yous live, 49% thus you Mie, : 
Hec ubi lecutus: feneratur Alphius, 

Fam jar futurus ruſticus, 

Onner religit Idibus pecuniam : 

Querit Calendus pinere. ; 
By this Diſcourſe Alpheus highly charmfd, 
And for a Counrrcy life 15 bravely arm'd, 
Recals his Money, and reſolves no more 
To be a ſcourge and 'Tyrrant to the poor. 
But in a Four-nizhts time his mind doth change 
And in its wonted Uluries doth Range 

Zo take from Fleſh what is bred in the bone, © 
All men may (ee baw h2rdly it is dane. 


G. Buchannani Baptiites, Chorus rx. 


Fils crudelis pictas tyrranss, 
Impios mores fola fmbri;ata 
Celati in pans tenui reconait 
Nuda (e wirius tWotri [a0 why 3 
Ru#Hici, nec fe titulis [uperndis 

” . / . 4 . / 
Vendit - inlano{oue fork S111. 1 TT977 
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Ridet, CC praujus POP uris attre 
Nec iliens magni forivus priton; 
Alſedet vite taciios beate 
Rure ſecrero ſibi 9 a tanitum 
— 477807, To 
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| To the Reader. 
2M Oh wr bath decreed, that any Treatiſe, how 
ms 


LH [mall andirivial ſoever, is not worth a Far- 
thing, if it want « Preface «nd Dedication, :ho' 
the * Author fhould know nothing to ſay for himſelf, 
ave to Deprecat the Readers Wrath, and beg bis 
bay. 

[ fear this will not ſerve my turn, for theſe brave 
nd gallons Sparks, to whom I have Dedicated this 
bedule, will top their Ears and Cry: They are the 
elancholy Fancies of ſome old Caſheired Courtier t 
be preſent Court- Faworits will laugh at Me, and 
bink they know better things: The Soldier will car- 
il me, and plunder me too, if he can: The Huſ= 
ind man will Curſe me for doubling their Labour: : 
be Land-lords will maligne me for favouring. the j 
eomanrie /o much : The Lawyers will reviie me ; 
an 190) aut enemic to their Imployment:T be Gram- | 
eriens Will rail at me for breaking Priflians head | 
Jo often; The Rhetoricians Will redicule my bomely | 
tile ; And above all. the Poets will inſult ever mes | 

| 


—_ —_ 
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or invading their Province with my barbarous paliry 
'|neon{ifant Khyme. 

| In ſhort, thrre are many more whom 1 will uot 

«me, who will pive me no thanks for my pains ,and 

po doubt Pbifjo logiſts, Logicians and Sophiſters will 

. ſult bow to deftroy allmy arguing by their Sylogitti 

> \ Fo! Sopbi/mes. 

But for the weracitie of the thing it ſelf, and my ' 

negrity in the deſign, I give them all a fair Defi- 

A ance, 


S- 
ante. for the ſeat of bS4 in the Heart. not in. 
the Tengue- neither impo*ts it bow we tell Trutd,] 
fence fafihood only wants Elequence. 
Euripides cals Tyzth plain awd ſimple, and Theo-; 
phraſtus /«ys. the moſt ignorant are very well «ble, 
fo ſpeak befire the moſt learned,when they ſay nothin 
but what is true and reaſenable; Therefore to ſpra 
Fnrtellivibly wot Rhetorically, to intend the truth 0 
the Matter mot the Ornament of the Language, is the 
duty of every plain, boneft ingenutus man» 

1 know the Style and Rhyme, is inderd 45 rude and ' 
unpolite. as the moſt cenſuring caw call it ; but rhe 
ſubjef Matteris Excellent, Profitable, and Nations! 

A fretty man is nothing the worſe of being clea-, » 
thed in a bomely Dreſs, and I think the Plowma : 
bath as good a Priviledge to coin words as the mos Ci 
learned Philoſcpbers. and :be one is as good and ſigni a 
ficant as the other. C: 

To conclude Tho, the Poeſy take not with the mord el 
delicate © refined Spirits yet it will go very welt] 
down with the Shearer: in a Harwveft day, or with thl fj 
whiſtling Plowman at bis Pl-w, and 11binkit may| 
an/wer well encuph to the tune of Down the Burd M 
Davie, with fnalfrakegNectas To the carping and .. 
Satyrical Critick, I only ſay, EG 


Carpere vel noli mea vel ede tug. of 
Qui Acvium non odit amet tuacarmina Lalil fo 


Tour humble Serviter, A, B, C, 


Advict 
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Advice to the Farmers 
: of Eaſt-Lothian. 


be 

” Here are many large and learned Treat 
h tiſes of Husbandry, which indeed 
al contain all that is neceflary for the 


7] Management and Improvement ot Grounds 
#1to the beſt Advantage 3 But thel* Books 
are either ſo dear and ill to be had,that they 
cannot be eaſily got by ordinar Farmers;or 
ord elſe they are (o general and intricat, and 
«li the Mannurs or Goodings propoied ſo dit- 
bb ficult to be purchaſed, that they loſe them- 
4)! ſelves in aLabyrinth,not knowing well what 
m4 Method to follow,amoneſt ſo many propo- 
"1 (ed,and thereby are wholly diſ-ouraged. 
Such Treatiſes alſo propole diiierent ways 
{ of ordering Grounds according to the dif- 
li{ ferent nature ofSoils,and that moſt prudent- 
1y: but yerit leaves the hone(t Husbandman 
whois generally Illitcrat, to gueis what will 
prove beſt for his Grounds, which readily 
doth occaſion Miſtakes in the Application. 
This cannot well be prevented, but by a 
{7 A - particular 
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particular Treatiſe tor a particular Shire or 


Bounds of Lan:!, whereot the perion who 


oives hisAdvice hath particular Knowledge, 


and hath male it his Buiineſs to underſtand 


the Husbanumens way of Labouring, and | 


the Faults and Defects thereof. 

This imall ireaitie 1s theretore Ne ap 
ly deſigned for Faft-Lothian : bur there 1s 
no Barr nor Let why cther places may not 
tollow the fame method, it their Ground 
and Soil will allow. 

Although I am not to ſay any thing alto- 
gether new, or unheard of betore : norare 
you toexpect extraordinaryiInventionstrom 
me ; yet | dare be bold to lay there was ne- 
ver iuch a good, ealy Method of Husbandry 
as this, io fiuccinctly exienltve and method1- 
cal in all its parts publilbed betore. Neither 
{hail I ati:ig' t you with Hedging, Diiching, 
Marling, Chalking, Vairing and Burning, 
Draining, atering,and luch Iike, which are 
all very good {mprovenr nts indeed,and Ve- 
ry agree.ble with ic foil and Situation of 
Euji-Lothia : but 1 know ye cannot bear 
8s yet, luch a croud ot]mprovements,this be- 

ag o0n1y intended to initiat You 1n the true 
Neck aiic! principles of Husbandry.l ſhall 
begin wich the eaficſt (firſt, and as I find you 
; ke and practiſe it, you ſhall hear more & 
1. C.GOT.CT {rom Me. I ſhall then as briefly 


and þ 


Ir ( Þ 
o | and plainly a3 poſlible, and in your own 
e, | Termes and manrer oli ſpeaking. give my O- 
d \ pinion ( with all lubmiiuon co better Judg- 
4 : ments ) how to crder your Grounds for the 
beſt Advantage,that ſo you may work more 
1- | by the Head, and lels 3; the Hands. 
is | TheSoll of Eai#-Lotl ian generally taken, 
Oe ji accounted the tet of any County or Shire 
d {in cotland; and although it pays toocear a 
' Rent, yet it iSa5 C:7«b]: tobe Iniproven be- 
»- |yond what it is at p'/ei2..48 any 13 Scutland, 
re | The poorFarmers that tney may pay their 
m |dear Rent who are ordinarly indultrious e- 
e- jnouvgh, work hard, tut without any Me- 
ry |thod or Project, whereby both they an4 rteir 
1j- |Grounds ſufter, and io coniequently the 
cr \Landlord. 
g, | In Eai7 Lotlierthe Farm Rooms as they 
g, are commonly called, are divided or dij- 
inguiſhed in Infield and Outiield Land : 
that is to ſay, inthele Lands where they lay 
their Dung yearly, ard thele upon which 
ar \they never lay any Dung. 
e- | The Infield Land (where Wheat is own) 
ue [15 generally divided by theTennent into four 
211 Diviſions, or Breaks as they call them, viz. 
ou JOne of Whea?, one ct Barley, cne ot Peate, 
& ſand cneof Oats ; fo that the Wheat isfowen 
fiy ffrer te Peaſe, the Barley after the V hear, 
nd nd the Oats after the Earley, 
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The Ontfieid-Land is ordinrly made uſe | 
| yromilcouſly, for feeding of their Cows, | 
Horle, Sheep and Oxen, lts alio dunged by | 
their Sheep wholyin Earthen Folds; & ſome- | 
times when they have much of it, they Fauch 
or Fallow a part ofit yearly. 
As to the Method tor Labouring the | 
Ground where Wheat is ſowen, it 1s abſo- 
lutl y impoſſible thar any Soil how good lo- | 
ever, can hold ovt with profit to the Farm- 
er, by this rude way of ordering it ; unleſs 
it be ſome parcel of Ground adjacent toſome 
Burgh orVilladge,where they can have plen- 
ty oft Dung, or to the Sea, where they can 
have plenty of Sea Ware. 

TheE»e/:/ who indeed excel in theKnow- 
ledge of Husbandry, do not handle their 
Grounds tho' very good ) lo rudely ; the 
Ground muſt reft, as well as the Husband- 
man, if you expet favour from it. 

Therefore I have known and ſeen, that 
In the beſt and fertileſt Soils 1n Feglend for 
Corn, the fourth orthird part of their In- 

_ field-Land reſt yearly ; but moſt ordinarly 
a third. Yea [ have ſeeen in ſeveral good 
and tertile Grounds, as in Leiceſter, North- 
hamitoiun and Vorce ſter$hires, the wholethird 
oftheir Infield-Land ly Fauch,by which Me- 
thod, they did ſow both their Wheat and 
Barley after Fauch;then th-4r Oatsatter their 
Barley 
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; Stalks and conſequently the Head io ſtrong 
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Barley and Peaſe after the Wheat. And in- 


deed | obſerved their Corns extraordinary 

ood; for '{uch gentile Treatment of the 
{ Ground, did not only cauſe a great Birth 
of Stalks upon the Ground, dur made the 


| that it did not tall down and grow floumy 


as ſome would fancy it would do. And 
the Husbandmen told me, that they had 
tryed (evera] ways but by this Method they 
found moſt Profit, alchough they were not 


| able to dung the chird part of their Land 
en- | that lay Fauch. 


But I will not urge new Beginners roo 
far at firſt, leſtthey ſcare and prove skittiſh, 


and {o throw off my Advice altogether, as 


unqroken Colts do their Riders. 
In the firſt place,therefore I ſhall adviſe {uch 
as ſow W heat & whoſe Ground 1s cf the beſt 


| eheir Infield Land into five equi! Breaks ; 


rd | is at preſent more generally uſed. This al- 
though it be thebetcer way thar: the former, 


, 


| whereot two Breaks of Peaſe,one of Wheat 
| one of Barley, and another of Oats. 3y this 
| Method you {hall ſow both your W:eat & 
Barley after Peaſe, w'1ch without all que #1- 
on 1s the farberter Method can that whicly 


in four Breaks, yet it 13 no ways (vthcrent to 


bring your Ground into any tolerable fare 
A3 | and 


and condition, unleſs you Fauch alſo. 
Therefore,l adviſe you inthe next place, 
to Fauch or Fallow ſome part of thele two | 
Breaks deſigned for Peale. 
I will notpoſitively determine how much 
you ſhall leave reſting of theſe two Breaks, 
let I diſcourage you too much ; but I dare 
affirm, the more you leave,the greater Ad- 
vantage ; yet much of that muſt depend up-| 
on the prudence ofthe Farmer.[t hiszGround 
be in any tollerable condition. he may Fauch 
the leſs; I ſay tollerable:For I do aſſure you, 
there are none, or at lea(t,verylittle,in ſogood 
a condition as the goodneſs of the Soil 1s ca- | 
Pable of:So that think of the beſt Grounds, | 
a third at leaſt of each of thele rwo' Breaks | 
deſigned for Peaſe,may ly Fauch ; and the | 
halt where the Grounds are not {o good 2 þ 
which may be rhus ordered. The third part | 
of that Break of Peaſe, fauchec! and deſign- 
ed to be ſown with Wheat theenſning year, | 
muſt be plowed about the Martinmas. That 
1s to {av,after your Wheat 15 {owen for that 
year, fallow down that third part of the 
peaſe-break defigned for Wheit the nextyear; 
{o thit the fir't thing you are to do after : 
Harveſt.is to Till and Sowyour Wheat for | 
the year to come : and the next to that,is to | 
Till and Fallow for the Wheat to be ſowen 
the 1ear therealter, 
The 


) ; 

The reaſon why | would have you fallow 
It ſoearly is, that it rray get allrne Winter 
Froſt,bur be ture to pl cw it with alſe ſhal- 
low or thin a Furrow as ye can,that it may 
only rot the Stubble.and render the ground 
below mellowand loft for the nexc plowirg 

The firſt plowing,mult be, ct! at they call 
gathering of the Rigs toan hgtt, that 
where the Ground is moi:t, it may ly dry 
all che Winter time, and conſ{-quently be 
fitter for the next plowing, which is cal- 
led Cleaving. 

Your ſecond Plowing muſt be abort the 
end of June,or beginnirg of F-/y between 
and which time you mult have (cy'/ed your 


Ground with all cheDurg,Lime.or any 0- 
ther Mannure during the whole Winter & 
pring bypaſt; For: I donot look upon it 
$ good Husbandrie tu lead our vour Dung 
n the Winter time for your Wheir-tauch, 
ecauſe much of it's Stength is taken away 
y the Winrer Rains, neith-r 1n the Sum- 
er time,till mmediatly before the ſecond 
lowing, becauſe much of its Spirit and 


: \Goodnelsis exhailed by the Summar-Sun 


nd withering Wind. 
, Thisſfecond plowing mutt be. by clerving 
- Rigs, a Term {o,well krown that 1t 
eeds no Explanation;but be ſure to plow 
t as deep as ye Can, that the new Earth 
may 
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may be brought upmolt againſt the enſuing 
Seed time : And atcer it 1s {o plowed, you 
mu.t harrow ic well by T:orteriag, that 1$ 
to harrow croſs the Rigs, as allo the ordi- 
nar way ; by whica Mcthod you ſhall yrivg 
the Crowns and Furrows of the Rigs to 
an equal thickneſs of Earth. and recover all 
the Couch-grals and other Weeds, ordinar- 
ly called Wrack from among(t it, and thus 
1: mavly till M:chaelmaſs,or the time your 
Corns are got 1n. 

Then let it be the firſt Land you plow after 
your ordinar way tor Seed, having firſt led 
out any other Goodings ye have purchaled 


ſince your laſt plowing 3; Plow it with a 


tollerable deep Furrow, that 1t may cover 
the Seed well, and endure the Winter waſh- 
ing Rains the better. \ 
Nota,thave obſerved.thar abroad, wheretheir 
Grounds are very light & Stenory,they have 
ſowen Wheat and Barley upon the urtace 
of the Earth after the ſecond Plowing,then 
tilled it over with a thin Furrow, and ſome- 
times harrowed it over thereafter, and ſyme- 
times not; which no doubt 1s a very good 
Method ot Husbandrie, nd may be practiſed 
with advantage where the Grounds will al- 
low : This in their terms is called under- 
fur (owinz. 
By thusordering y out Fauch, with plow 
when 
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ng whent he two parts of the ſame Preak upon 
Du which Peale grew thar year, and likewiſe de- 
1s fgned,for wheat will not, by reaiton of the 
It- Fry Seaſon which ordinarly attends that 
ime of the year, and ſoit will prove your 
to parlyeſt Wheat, will ſoon take Root, theBody 
all þf the Pickle will be turned to a Roor,like 
ar- that of Graſs or other Herbs before theWin- 
us fer Froſts and ccld Rains, and con:equent- 
ur ]y be free from being (lain, blecked, and ma- 

y osher Inconveniencies ; the being tree 
ter þf which, beſide many other Advantages, is 
ed more than ſufficient to recompente you for 
pll your pains. 
\ As for the third part of your Preak of 
eaſe, tauched and deſigned for Barley, 1 
hink ye need not plow it till about Lamb- 

weſe, by which ye will gain che whole Win 
eir ter and Summars-Grals. 
ve AMNota, though you Fave a Cropt toth of 
ace your fauched Wheat and Barley both in one 

Ind che ſame year, yet the Ground reſts 
ne- two Winters and one Summer for Barley, 
ne- whereas it reſts only one Winter and one 
od Fummer for Wheat : This being con{(idered, 
ſed ks alſo that the Barley is not (o 1mpoveriſh- 
al- ing a Grain as the \\ heat, ycu may expect 
er- ps good a Croptof the Bar'ey as of theW heat 

hovgh you ſhould lay leſs Dung andGood- 

OW |0g upon 1f, 
2Cen 


- 


£33 p 
Ir cannot therefore de expeted,that yen; 
can lay an FSurer- dung upon yourBirley 
Fauch, unleis it be Sea-ware to the:e Lands; yi 
thac ly contiguors to the Shore.or Burgh | 
Dung to theie who are adjacent to aTown, [fc 
becaule the Wheat being to be fir{t ſowen, | A 
will require all you can make,but after your |]: 
Wheat 1s fowen, ler all you can purchaſe jta 
be 121d on your Barley-fauch betwixt and - 
the next plowing. | 
The next plowing. or Steeringas taey call | 
1t,muſt be at or 209utC and emas the ground fi 
being alwiſe dry.) both Plowing and Har- G 
rowing being atter the lame manner you jo 
did with your Wheat-Fauch. |F 
The Reaſon why I advile you to lay [|y 
on yourDung at this time is.,becauſe Win- !y: 
ter dung nothas ing time to come to a per- A 
fectCorruption and Confiſtence, when laid {n 
on at Seed time,if the Seaſon prove dry by |y' 
Its internal Heat. does much more Prejudice 'h: 
than g504 to the Barlzy, whereas being laid |Þ 
on at this pany earring cis e, it not only 't 
1mpregnats the Farth with it's Heat, but is la 
allo fully incorporat with theEarth againſt |r3 
tne next plowing. GC 
Though the Wheat be quite otherwiſe |m 
ordered,as T have ſhowen already, yet the jgr 
mlCorreptian of the Dung at that time of \(0 
ine year,and the {ucceeding Winter- Seaſon, 


Pre 
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prevents theſe laſt named [nconveniencies, 
end tends rather for its advantage. 


y] You may potbbly ask me, why I adviſe 


Is;you to ftir ybur Barley ſo loon. 

i It's becau.g of the early Fallowing of it, 

7, [for 1t it ſhou}d ly untouched trill March or 
1, April, the ordinar time ofStirring the Bear- 
Ir {land with you, the Graſs would begin to 
e jtake root andSpring,and 1t would be grown 
too much to 1 iclt,” as tl'ey call it }and {o 
the deſign of Fauching Fail in part. 

1! Next,] advile thee of Stirring it {© {con 
1 [that in cle ye find 1t not in ſo g-0d a con- 
- {dition as you deſire, as lometimes 1ut falls 
1 |out, when the Winters proveRainy,without 
1-9 's, eſpeciallyin Clay-grounds,that then 
you may give 1t another Furrow tefore 
- you fow it,and thisyou may doin Na: cor 
. ArriLaccording to your accuſton:d man- 
| {ner ; but then you mult Rs, i2.Þt if 
7 yeg. ve 1t but threeFurrows, AS genes, ray WAll 
: 


'hold,you mult low it withike fr ot your 
[Earley, but it you be neceftiiat to-pive it 
four Furrows.1t mult be {Gwen amonegtſt the 
; [Iaſt, for there mult be acompetent time be- 
- [ewixt the two laſt plowings, that in I ghc 
&Covuch-grais grounds,the Weeds aud Grats 
; | may breard and {pring up, and in Clay 
. [prounds that the Farth may come again to 
{ome cloſneis and conſitency,and reſume its 
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naturalMoiſture before the Barley be ſowe 
ſtir always deep, that new Earth may þ 
brought up, as I ſaid of the Wheat. Fo 
the laſt plowing called Seed: furrowing, let 
your Furrows be as thin and narrow 
can be, and as {mall ,harrowed as poſhble| 
for it has no Wiater Colds nor Froſtsr 
bide, however let it be dvely Water-fur: 
rowed, if the Ground require itz foroft 
times a ſudden Spair of Rain ſcalds che ten 
der Grain, and thereby the ſupertface © 
the Ground b-comes more hardned whe 
dry Weather comes thercafter. 

In theſeGrounds where noWheat 1s ſow. 
en, where the Ground is good,the Infield- 
Land 1s crdinarly divided in three Divifi- 
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ons or Breaks, Peaſe, Barley and Oats ; {; 
that rhe Barley is ſowen after the Peaſe,an 


fo! 


the Oats after che Barley.All that T ſhall faylof 
upon this, 1s only to remark, That wherg di 
the Tennent pays his Rent much in Barley, of 


he is oft-rimes neceſfitar to ſow barley afte 

the Oats, a3 well as atter the Peale, which I 
look upon to be none of the beſt ways of 
Husbandrie-Where the Tennent pays there- 
fore much Barley, I do adviſe him to caſt! 


fiis Ground 1n fovr equal Breaks,viz. Peale! 
Barley, Oats, and one in Fauch, which 
muſt ly after the Crop of Oats. 

Labour and Manure the tourth Break of 
Fauch 
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J Fauch as I have ordered before ; and thug 
0 ye will not only be able to ſow a double 
of quantity of Barley,without ſowing any a'trer 
| Oats,bur alio ye will find your Ground fall 
if 1:1to a good Condition. 
& Bur it that Method. which indeed is the 
q very be!?t, be too harſha Pill ro ſrallow at 
ryfirſt 5 then I ſhal! propoſe," that according 
tit your own Prudence, ye may make what 
1 quantity ye pleale  Fauci either of ycur 
Jl Feale or Oat breaks, ſuch as are in worſt 
q condition, but rather of your Oat-Ereak ; 
then Labour and Manure it as 1$ above-pre- 
icribed.and ye {ball find great benefit by the 
{ame. Thus mach of th. {nfic1d- Land ; but 
fill the more Ground ye | abour as 1s te- 
fore adi1.ed, the more pre fir. 

Before [ proceed to (peak of the ordering 
of tte Ourteld-Land, I mutremove an ore 
ed dinary ObjeHon againſt what I have ſaid 
74 of Fauching of ihe Inteld-Land. 

The Farmers with whom I ſpeak, tellsme 
Il we have a dear Rent to pav, and all our 
f| Ground is little enough to pay the lame, we 
-| may not {pare {ſo much yearly unlowen. 
t! Bur their Advantage 15 the very thing I 
e| deſign ; and there cannot be a good Maſter, 
a) nor agoodCountreyman,wt'o looks not up- 
on the Tenvents profit as his own. I do 


f] therefore increat you ſerioully to coniider 
d this 


F< 
[- 
7, 


, 


: ( 16 ) 
this which followeth, and your Objection l 
evaniſheth. 

Suppole you leave as much Fauch as would 
have lown you three Bolls of Barley, anc 
that realonably you might expect the third 
Increaſe, by which you wou!d have gainedþnc 
ſix Bolls beſtde your Seed, three threes bein 
nine,three your Seed, (1x 1s the produdt.NowF* 
this I contels you lote tor one year only ; 
now lee how you are repayed with moref} 
than triple Inter-fﬀet. ſe 

You ta{low three Bolls of Barley ſowing, 
and having ordered tt as 1s before taid, you þ 
may realnn3dvl y expect the ſixth Increaſe. For 

this [ do aſſert and maintain, and Experi- 4 
ence (hal m ike every man know it,that what 
ever Ground will yield the third, fourth or 
fitth, by the ordinar Cuſtom will double 
it by this Mcrho: for three years to come * 
and at the end of th-ie years, leave it 1n a 
better condition than it found 1tzfor a good 
Cropt ot Corns makes a good Stubble,and a | 
good Stubble is the equale(t Mucking that 18. 
And I mutt (ay this by the by, that if in 
E1/z-Lotiian they did not leave an higher 
Stubble than 1n other places of the Kingdom, 
their Grounds would be in a much worſe bur 
condition than at preſent they are, though finc 
bad enough. al 


Now three times ſix being eighteen, ET <: 5 
Sec 
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pecd being three, the Produdt is ffecen ; of 
whichallowing ſix forthe year iclay Faucls and 
fix chat ic would have produced the ſecend year 
MF ic had not been fauched, which makes cwelve; 
KMct all is repayed you by the very ficſt Crop 
akfrer Fauch, and three Bolls more; for twelve 
dhnd three make fifreen, which was the Product. 
gf Then for the other two lucceding years,ac- 
ording to the above named Calculation, ye 
ave thirty Bolls increaſe beſides your Seed, & 
hree of Gain for the firſt Crop, in all thirty 
hree ; from which you muſt defal& ewelve of 
creale for two years more, that the ſame 
»faround would have produced, though it had 
zot been fauched ; ſotwelve from thirty three, 
re remains twenty one ; by this itis evident, 
hat the Farmer gains twenty one Bolls in three 
-rops. By this new Method of three Bolls fow- 
ap, more than he would have done by four 
rops of the like quantity of Secd the ordinary 
ay; and leaves his Land to the Boor, ina 
nuch better Condition than what it was for- 
nerly, But ſuppoſe you (hall continue for ten 
dr twelve years this way, ſtill increafing the 
nuanticy of your Fauch, as ye ſee cauſe, what 
vaſt Difference will ariſe, ſuch a prodigious In- 
' Ereaſe as (bal leave no room for Compariſons. L 
* hal not therefore trouble you with any further 
 talcul I am afraid ſome of you will be puzelled 
; enough to underſtand what L have {aid already; 
» pur I hope in time, Experience will make you 
| find it: and chen a full Purſe, and full Beliy, 
arm Cloaths, and a good Stock,will perſwade 

, ſnore then all my Rhietorick :or Aritkmetick 
It do, B And 
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And to encourage you to this Method, If 
think*your Mafters ſhould forbear for rwe or} 
three years, the Rent of any ſuch Land as you 
lay Fauch proportionally ; by which co your p 
own Conviction,I am ſure the ſtrengrh of your | 
Objection is taken off, and in that time you 
will have enough to repay the ſame. 


' 
c 
As for the Outfield Land, which is ordinarly { 
the higheſt, lying dryeſt, and worſt Grounds. L 
In Eaff- Lothian the ordinar way ofLabouringſ! 
theſeLands is by Folding, Fauching &Lyming.|*t 
Asfor the making of Sheep-folds of the Sur-| 
fice of the Earth, digged up with many lictle]C 
Divitions,that the Sheep and other Beftial may | 
Dung them the more equally, Though it bes 
no where ſo much praftiſcd as in the Lothians, 
and in the AMerſe, where indeed they not} 
only uſe it, butabuſe it, by taking more Crops|&' 
after their Foldings, than their Ground is ableſtc 
to hear; by which they reduceit to ſuch a con- 
dition, as it is neither profitable for Corn nor 
Graſs for manie years tocome ; Yer if rightly}lu 


- 


uſed, I accoun moſt excellent and profi-ſla 
table part of HSBandrie, eſpecially fer theſes 
Grounds that ly berwixt Mecr and Dale asjF: 
they call it, which are ordinarlie the moſt im-(be 
provable Grounds in the Countrey. eu 

I do therefore adviſe the Tennent to Dung|an 
his Folds well and throughly, and yer never to|th 
cake any more Crops than three, or in extra-|t, 
ordinary good Grounds and well Dunged, four} wi 
at the moſt; by this Method the Ground willftix 
locn come to a Sward again, and be fit for theſof 


ſamelof 


I 


or 


( 19 ) 

ſame ule, the ſtrength of che Ground being 
chat way preſerved. M 

Bur if any think fic to Lime cheſe Foldings, 
ler chem lay on their Lime with the verie hiſt 
Cropt: And as they Dung theirFoids in the Sum- 
mer-time, with the ſame breath, let them ſpread 
Jon the Lime; I know they uſe to do it the 
ſecond Cropt, but I affure you the firlt is beſt, 
becauſe no part of the ſtrength of the Ground 
is exhauſted, and conſequentlie it will endure 
the longer. Next,the Lime fomixt withDung, 
will imprignat, and {fo have <fe& upon the 
Ground the verie firſt Cropt, more than it will 
do otherwiſe for two Cropts to come, for this 
154 true maxime, never lime Ground when it 1s 
weak, for then the lime warts Matter to 
work upon, and gencralie dees more hurt then 
good; but when ye have brougirycur Ground 
to the greateit Strengra it is Capable of, then 
lime and you ſhal find prone." 
; As for theſe Grounds which you intend to 
lime that hath net been Foided, I approve of 
laying on the Lime on the Lee Ground, that 
1s tO Foy before it be piowed, rather than after 


as|Fauching, and more eſpecially if che Ground 
n-{be light, becauſe Lyme being of afſubiie fpiii- 


tuous piercing Nature.cends alwjile downward, 


ng|and being laid upon Fauch-land, it falls into 
tolthe Furrows, and having no Crult to fupport 
-a-|it, conſequentiie ſtayes nor above fo iong, as 


JU 


when it is laid upon the graffic ſupzrface, where 


llffixing by the Summer ſhowres into the Roots 


h 


of the Graſs, it incorporats with the Superface 


nelof the Earth, which is ocdinarlic the beit and 
B 2 fertileſt 
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fertileſt part of the Ground, and thereby ren- 
ders it Mellow and fit for receiving the Seed 

I confeſs indeed in ſtrong Clay Grounds, if 
ye failow before and after a froſtie winter, 
hariow weil in theSummertime by thortering 
and ether wiſe before you lay on your Lime,it 
is very good husbandry ; Thereforel do ad-. 
viſe you ro0iay on your Lime alwiſe (if by any 
mear's you can ) in the Summer time, for by 
wincer liming ye loſe a great deal of it both 
by Snows, Kains and Froſts, which chills too 
ſoon {uch a delicat hot manure as lime 1s, and 
carries it to the Ground before it be incorpoe 
rate therewith ; Lyme therefore your Clay- 
land in the :-umner, Fallow it at Lambas, Har- 
row it well afrer the firſt Froſt, Seedfur and 
Sow it fome time in February, and through 
GOD*®> Blefling, you may expe a good Cropt 
of Oats that ivine yCare 

Or which is much better, if ye fallow upo 
Clay-Ground in the winter time, plow an 
harrow it over again betwixt and Lambes ſow 
It at the time appointed, which will do ver 
well : But forthe Reaſons above-ſpecified 
think 1c will not lait fo long as when it 15 lat 
on upon Lee. 

[ adviſe you to take no more Creps of you 
lymed Ground without reſting, than feven or 
eig!t in the beſt Grounds, hve or fix in Gr 
uiuds which are not fo good, three or four i 
your worſt, and generally according to t 
ſtreng:h of your Ground,ye may take more 0! 
tewer as ye tee Caule. 

bur it ye intend to reduce it igto a part © 

yOu: 
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ren-| your Infeld-Ground, and give it the ordi- 
zeeds} nary Goodings in its Towers, then ye maPcons 
ds, iff rinue it as long as ye think fir, but by no means 
ter, let it bear above three or four years before 
ring | dunging, by this gentle Treacment of your 
ae,it | Lands, you may ſafely plow your l»med Lands 
ad-4after three or four years reſting, for two or 
any [three years tegether and find zoud increate. By 
r by }whichyou will get als manyCrops:freryour lime, 
oth [as now you uſe to do and much better, rho” ar 
 too|a greater diſtance, and ſtill your ground in good 
and} Condition, no ways run out,asexperrenceteach- 
rpo*Jeth us, but als capable to be improven 2s for- 
lay-{merly. 
Har-j Cold Clay requires a greaterquonrity of lime 
andjthen light dry Ground, and moiſt Clay more 
ugh|then dry Clay, beoauſe it requires rhe more 
roptſ heat to overcome and qualife its moiſtu'e. 
But I am of opinion that take your moiſter 
pon} Clay Grounds, and theſe who ly upon a I a- 
and vel, ſo that the moiſture has no deſcent from 


gather the Rigs up to as great a hight as you 
can before limeing, then lime according as has 
been before directed, and | doubt not but ye 
ſhal find als greatan increaſe as upon any other 
your| Ground whatlomever. | 

n or] Thisalfo I mult ſay for all hanging Grounds 
in general whither inhe!d or outkeld, that they 
loſe a great deal of their ſtrength & Geodings 
| the by theic winter Rains; And therefore I pre- 
re of fer the lavel Grounds as beſt,not only for Graſs 
but Corn, providing alwife they have no 
Springs nor ungatural SummerMoifture within 
yOu! B > them 
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them, thoſe whoare ſuch, muſt be ditchedand 
drainc] and kepr from Patturage ; Bur all che 
prejudice the Husbandman ſuſtains by the 0- 
ther, which 1s onlic by the Sypervenient Rains, 
and runnings fromof other Grounds in time of 
Winter may be caſily remeided by a little pat- 
ence in waiting until ſuch time as they are dry- | 
eſt, and this both for Plowing and Sowing, & 
fo. this will rather tend for their benefit than 
prejudice, for I canallure you there is ſcarce a- 
nie better point of Husbandrie,then to contrive 
ſome lavel piece of Ground, ſo as it may receive 
or gain what the higher lying Lands loſe. 

In all moiſt clay Ground you ſhould make 
your Ridges Narrow, Straight and high, gathe- 
red without turnings and windings, as 0:dinar- 
lie they ate, that ſo the Rain and Moiſture 
may have free patlage to the Furrows. 

Everie diltin& break of Land (hould have 
Head-rizs ard Foot-rigs well & exactlie gathe- 
red up and alwitz kept in good order, by this | 
y0u preſerve nor onlie your Ground from the 
impetuous fall of Rains that come from the 
hills above, bur zou Go alſo preſerve the good- 
ings from running off the ſaids Lands by the 
uſe of the Foot-1ig, and thereby does obſerve 
che Ac of Puwliamente made for preſerving of 
high waies. Thus much of liming onlie, 1 do 
rot adviſe the limeing of the Infield-Land, ra- 


ther let it rei And for theſe who have mach | 


Ourheld Land 1n their Rooms, to endeavour 
by iimeing to bring in als much Ground as 
wiil aufwerfor a fifth Diviſion or Break ; And 
this by ordering it asIhave alreadie adviſed,will 
become 


| 


"EE 
become as good Infield Land as anie they have, 
and continue as long. v 
As for the Fauching of Out-field Land with- 
out anie deſign of Liming it, I cannot much 
adviſe you to it, unleſs you have great quanti- 
ties of it, eſpecially of Moorilb-Ground, upen 


$ which ye detignto bring a ſtool of Graſs, and 


this alſo is moſt effe&ually done by Liming, 
but where that cannot well be had, you mult 
follow the next belt, 

Bur if ye will fauch, Winter-fauching is cer- 
tainlie the beft for iuch an Improvement, and 
two. Crops in bad Ground, and three in the 
beſt, is ſufficient for a time. 

But in regard the Roors of the heath and hea- 
ther are wp ealily got out, & deſtroyed after 
ewo yearsreft,you may plow it again for one 
year, and ſo furth, till it take the detired effect. 

For Grafs,I know itis averie great rarity in 
Eaft-Lothian amongſt the Husbandmen, neither 


can they well have it(as at preſent their Farms 


are ordered) unleſs they turn ſome part ofthere 
infield Land to Graſs,& lime as 1auch of their 
out-field Land as correſponds thereto, and 
reallle I know not whether that Method 
might not prove in time the beſt Husbandrie 
for all che infield Land, notwithſtanding the 
Charges and Expenſes thereof, it could not be 
done indeed ſuddenlie, and quick!ie, but the 
way is eaſie and obvious enough, and would 
quickie defray its own Expenſes ; For ye may 
remember F faid before, that the outheld Lands 
are thelighteſt and higheſt Grounds, and be- 
ing generallie of a veric good Soil here in Egsff- 


( 2 


Lothiaw, which is evident by their bearing very' |! 


good Vheat and Peaſe after limeing, and yet 
bearing no conſiderable Quantity of Graſs,'as 
by ſad experience 15 found, and the infield on 
the other ſide being capableto prove very gaod 
Paſturage, and generally able to preduce very 

ood Hay when right ordered, as lome Gentle- 
men who hath done ſo hath found by Experi- 
ence; For theſe Reaſons, I ſay there might be 
ſuch a change, and that with very great profite 
both to Landlord and Tennent. 

But this being deſigned only as an A, B, C 
or Introduction to (hope) better things, I (bal 
not intiſt upon it.leafſt it choak you too much. 

Therefore I do only adviſe you, that ye 
may have at leaſt ſome Graſs ro keep your beaſts 
in good Condition, who muſt afhit you to im» 
prove yourgreunds,to endeavour te chooſe out 
{tome ofthe mott convenient and moift places 
you can, where-ever it is to be found in your 
Ground : and ſet it apart for horſe grals, the 


Horfes muſt work all your Work, lead all the ' 


Materiais for Improvement, which is indeed 
the greateſt Charge they deſerve, therefore to 
be well teen too, their work being rather more 
in Summer than In winter. 

Having found ouc fuch a piece of Ground as 
1s above deſcribed, 1 mult intreat you( for now 
fingie advice l fear will not do) to get it in- 
c:oled. 

I have ebferved ſo many ulieſs Stones lying 
upon melt of che laboured Grounds in Eaft- Los 
tian, thatas it would be a good piece of Hus- 
bandrie to free the Land of them, and there- 

by 


i. 


of 
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ro 
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by fave both Oak and Iron, and caſe Smith, 
Plowman and beaſts to the bear, fo.it woald be 
no difficult task te rickle up a dry Stone dike 
round any piece of Ground fo deſigned. 

If 5 ow have not the Conveniency of Stone 
near you,a £ood ſtrong earth Dyke and Ditch 
will do very well, both which your Servants at 
their ſpare hours may very well do without a- 
ny Chargeto their Maſter, and I am very con- 
fidenc your Mafters will furnith you with Trees 
and hedge Timber toplanc round the ſame, 

This will prove great advantage to you, more 
thin if it were bearing you red Wheat,as they 
{ay : BEA 

For firſt, it will ſave you the Expenſe of a 
horſe hire, ſometimes two; for if all +6ur horſe 
be not atthe work, two or three mult have a 
herd co ksep them. 

Secondly, you will get your horfes kept out 
all nighe, which indecd is very refreſhing to a 
hard wrought beaſt to cat and reſt himfelf ac 


and more eſpecially for mares who hare their 
Foals ſucking upon them, 

Thirdly, Thereby you wil gain much more 
labour from your Servants.a great part of whoſe 
time was taken up in gathering Thiſtles and o- 
ther Garbadge fer their horſes to feed upon 
in their Stables, and thereby the great tramp- 
ling and pulling up and other deftrudtion of the 
Corns while they are yer tender will be pre- 
vented. And this I muſt fay is a greater. pre- 
judice thag molt of the Farmers have been as» 
ware of, | 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthlie, The Planting grown upwill ren- 
der it ©oth more fercile and warm, and prove 
beneficial for upholding the Farmers houſes, 
and Neat Graith, which I amof the opinien 
they ſhould have ior their incouragement, pro- 
viding they ſo hain the Timber, that it may 
grow again. 

And laſtlie, where ſix or eight horſes feed, 
theſame Ground wiil maintain two good Cows 
for the Hou'e-wife, without doing prejudice to 
the horſe-graſs, for they will Feed moſt upon 
the Graſs thatariſe from the herſe dung, which 
15 called Tath, as the horſes will alſo do upon 
that of the Cows; and ſo the Ground will be 
kept verie clean, but by all means keep it free 
from Sheep, Summer and Winters, 

For the remainder part of your Out-field 
Ground,] appropriar icall intirely for Sheep, for 
all the Our-field Lands being generallie high as 


{aid is, are fitteſt for them, and they are real] y | 
moſt profitable when rightly ordered, both for | 


your Family by their Muk and Wool, or by 
furniting you either with afat Sheepor Lamb, 
eicher for your Family, or the Butcher. 
Beſides their Paſture being kept clean from 
all other Beaſts, they will proſper exceedingly, 
and be kept free from the Rot, which oftimes 
is occaſioned by theDung of other Beafts, which 
many poor Farmers in Eaſt-Lsthian tinds by wo- 
ful Experience, and then you will make the 
more Foldings, the more ye have of them, 
which 1s very profitable, as is above ſaid : The 
old Proverb tays,a Summer fed Ox,and a Win- 
er fed Cow. As 


jl 
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As for your Labouring Oxen,and other yeild 
Beaſts, they require indeEd to be well Ted in 
ſome moilt Paſture, tho* the Graſs be courſe ic 
matters not niuch, providing it be long, and 
enough of ir,to fill their Bellies, which will al 
wiſe make them ſtrong &fleſhy,though not Fat, 
which is unneceſlar, but for the Shambles. 

Now fince theſe dry Out-held Grounds can- 
not be a fit Paſture for your Oxen, neither will 
ye be willing to ſpare any more of your In- 
heid Ground, as you do for your Horles. nor 
will I adviſe you : Therefore I chink ſomeplace 
in the Muires ſhould be provided for them, 

If the Commons of Innerweek, and Damber 
were divided according to each Paroch ' pro- 
portion, who have Right and [Intereſt therein, 
it wou'd very well ſerve that turn, and might, 
by a Diligent andexa& Care, keep ſome yield 
Sheep upon the dryeſt parts thereof, but in this 
I am nortreſolved. Bur tince it 15 not fo, ] could 


1” ——— 
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wilh, that theſe who have Intereſt cherein might 
| meer together, and fall upon fome ways, how 
ro feed Oxenand yield Beaſts thereupon,rather 
thagSheep, for theGround is general yo moiſt, 
that a man lof-s his Stock of Sheep ofrner by 
Roc, than get any good by feeding tierzupon. 

It ſhould alfo be Stinted and Proportioned, 
that in benotoverburdened, & Iam confident, 
by this way of ordering, it might not only feed 
& maintain a/lthe labouri;zg Oxen,of choſe who 
have Right of Paiturage on the fame, bur aiſo 
| of theſe who have 0 Kight to it, who might be 
taken in for payment, as theſe who have rhe 
Property« Farmers in Lamermuir do the fame to 
us Now, Bur 
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But till that be adjuſted, the next beft is for 
three ©r four Farfhers in the low Country 
of Leth;an to take a Farm in common amonglit 
them in their Mure Grounds, where they may 
order things as their neceflities require ; and 
I am confident that this method, if rightlie 
gone about, would be found moſt proficable, 
and that ſeveral ways, with Which I ſball not 
trouble you at preſents 

Notre, It is moſt profitable for Gentlemen 
who have incloſed, or are incolling large Parks 
about their dwelling houſes. 

Thus having gone through briefly and ac- 
cording to my deſign, the particular ways of 
ordering your Ground, I ſhall fubjoyn thereto 
ſome ſome few generals, which if rightly gone 
about, and prudently appiyed, will tend cer- 
tainly for your Advantage. 

Endeavour to plow all your Grounds as dry 
aSyou can. And all your Clay Ground as 
early as you can. 


' Sow all ſorts of Grain as dry as you'can, TI | 


mean the Ground being dry according to the 
old maxime, ſet wet and ſow dry; yet if the 
Land be hard, being wer plowed, and having 
gotten no Froſt to fofen it, in that caſe you 
mult either wait upon a ſhower, or ſow it in 
che ſounding, as they call it, that is to ſay, be- 
fore it be fuilie dry, and then be ſure to har- 
row it well, intermitting a day, two or three 
betwixt the ſeveral harrowings ; And by this 
Mechod ye may bring it to a tollerable good 
cone1tion. 

As 
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As to that common Countrie Ryme, ſow 
Wheat Sinking, Peaſe Winking, Oars Clink- 
ing, and Bear Drinking ; I make no ſuch dif- 
ference,onliel doubt nor bur that all the honeft 
Labouring-men will be content to fow all 
thear Grains Drinking, as their hard labour, 
doth but equitablie require. 

Whear and Peaſe require to be Thicker 
ſown than Barleie and Oats, and Wheat thick- 
er then Peaſe, becauſe it has the Winter ſtorms 
co endure. 

b approve the Method of ſtipeing and moiſt- 
ning the Wheat in Bryme or Salt-water and 
drying it with Lime before ir be ſowen ; Tt 
both makes it ſow thick, warmeth the Pickle, 
and preſferveth it from Fowls and Vermine : 
but whether it preſerves it againſt being black- 
ed, I have not yet found out, neither I fear 
ſhal, till it be certainlie known, whether that 
misfortune fall upon the Root or the Ear. 

I think it alſo a veris good thing to moilten 
your Barley before it be ſowen, eſpeciallie in 
dry Seaſons, but not with Salt-water, Bryme 
or Lime, fer that the Seaſon of the Year will 
not admit, yerI do adviſe it where they {ow 
Winter Barley. 

Change your Seed often of all Grains, but 
eſpeciallie of Oats; but remark, that it does 
beſt from a worlc Ground to a better, and from 
a Colder to a Hotter, 

Let your Seed Corn be likewife well dight, 
and the weakeſt of the Pickles taken from irc,tor 
the foulneſs and girtinefs of Grounds prog 

rom 
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C from the one, and the ſoon degenerating of the] 
3 Seed &om the other. if 
As for your houſes, ſuch as have them alrea+|C 

5 dy built, muſt keep them as they are; bur forſh 
building of new ones, iet ail ſit-houtes as theyſ$ 

call them, ſtand Ealt and Weſt, cheir Doors andy 

- ---o90 to the South, becaule they are warm-|N 

eſt. ( 

Their Barns muſt ſtand Norch and Sourhl]k 

from the Weft end of their Sit-houlſe, their] 

Doors Eaſt and Weſt, becauſe the Wind blow 

moſt thac way, and they are beſt for winnow-[a 

ing of Corns. If your Farm be large, I ad-Jo 

viſe three Barns, one for Wheat and Barly, one] a 

for Oats,and the third for Peaſe, thereby you|? 

will be able to feed your Beaſts equally wich any& 

& ſort of Straw that is moſt proper for them in 
its Seaſon. [ 

Their Barn- Yard to the Weſt of their Barns, |] 

che beſt place for drying and winning of Corns | { 
| 


in Stacks,and if it be a Colline riting Ground, fo | 
much the better. I 

Their Stable and Byresf rom the South-end | 
of their Barns, Eaſt and Welt, their Doors to 
theNorth oppoſite to their tit-houſe, for theCon- 
reniency both of Hearing and attending their | - 
Beaſts, and furniſhing them with Straw from 
cheir Barns. 

Their Entry from the Eaſt, becauſe that ſel- 
dom or never there blows a high Wind from 
thatAirth; And therefore your dunghill is leaſt 
prejudged, but be ſure to have no Entry, but 
one to your Cloſs, for two Entries blows away 

all 
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all your Straw, and the _ manure and dryes 
the Dunghill coo much: if you build a hoWſe for 
Chaff, Strae, nait graith and ſuch like things? 
build it on the Eaſt-ſide of your Cloſs North and 
South, ſo your Cloſs will be the warmer, and 
your entry to your ſit-houſe being berwixt the 
North Gavil of your Chaff-houle and the Eaſt 
Gavil of your fit-houſe, may be cleanſed and 
kept clean, which the reſt of the Cloſs ought 
not to be. 

Build all the Walls of your houſes with ſtone 
and lyme, for Stone and Clay is the Deftruci- 
on of all, the Rain moiſtens the Clay, the Stone 
and Timber ſlydes, the Wall falls, the Roof, 
Timber and all breaks, and ſo both men and 
beaſts are in danger of their lives. 

Cover your houſes with a few Divorts and 
plenty of Straw, which they call Thatch and 
Divor, take notice and mind them yearly ty 


Ns 


[tinging them with Straw alwiſe where they 


lo | begin co fail, but never add any more Divorts.and 


oO 


. 


1d | 


you hall find great profice thereby, for the fre- 
quent falling of Houſes conſumes much time 
to the Tennent, beſides the Charge and lols 
of it ; Therefore I adviſe you never to put co- 
ver upon cover, otherwiſe ye may be certain 
with the firlt great Rain and Froſt in the Win- 
ter Seaſon, you will bring down the whole 
houſe about your Ears, although ic be new and 
reaſonably ſtrong builr. 

Plant round all your yards with Aſh & Elm 
| trees, with which your Maſters will furniih you, 


and in timethey will ſerve te keep up the whole 
> P'?” _ 


eee eee Ol CD_szs 
aL. , 
\ 


A « CR TS weetwon en. Oc WV 1 4 eg ode wv. + DLO . 


cram. Sant 4% 
. 


MI 

Gnftcad of Houſes;& I am of opinion the Ten- 
nent Gould have the cutting of them,as I have 
ſaid before in the like caſe, providing that he 
hain and preſerve the old Stocks,chat chey may 

grow again. | 
For your Yard, I do not mean your Barn- 
yards, bur a piece of Ground ſet apart for Cab- 
bage, and other Roots, let it alwiſe beat the 
North-ſide of your Sit-houſe, where you may 
have alittle door to go in at, by which it will 
be preſerved from the Summer {corching Sun, 
and Southern Wind, the two greateſt enemies 
to Kitching Grounds, deſigned only for ordi- 
nar things, I think half an Aiker of Land is 
ſufficient for the Quanticy, unleſs where the 


Farm is little, the Yard may be the leſs, a good 


large Grafs Yard is alſo verie uſefull upon ma- 


ny occat1ons. 
For the ordering of your Yard, I (ball pro- 


poſe nothing but what is both profitable and 


eaſie; In the ficlt place, chen plant Cabbage | 


and Summer Kaillt, which 1s all that is neceſlac 
for Herbage, Leeks, Sybous and other curiovs 
Herbs not being for your handling. 

For Roots, I adviſe you onlic to ſow Pota- 
toes and Turnips, a larger or leſs quantitie as 
you affe& moſt, but rather Potatufles, becauſe 
being once planted, they will never fail, 


they require little more labour than to keep- 


the Ground where they grow free from Graſs ; 


The Flandria® Bowers make fo mnch of this 


Root, and had ſuch pletnie thereof, that both 
the Confederate and French Army found great 
ſupport 


E 
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n-{ port thereby, by feeding the common Sol- 
ve.| diers moſt plentiouſly, it is both delicious and 
he | wholeſome» 

ay For Turnipes,you muſt ſow them about the 
middle of June, and by Hellowmaſs, you will 
n- | find chem excellent Proviſion for your Family, 
b- | take them up before the Froſt come on, and 
16 | hang them up on the Roof of your Vidal 
y [houſe, and they will keep well the Winter, 
ill [your Potatis ſucceed when the Turnips are 
n, [ending, and your Cabbage may be preſerved 
es jin the ſame manner, till your ſpring Kail 

1- |come in- 
is | The advantage of the Potatis is ſo excellent 
< [and uſeful, that in England and ſeveral other 
d. [places Abroad,the poor People boyle them, dry 
z- jthem, mix them with a little Meal,kned them, 
and make them up in Bread, which is a moſt 
> fjuſeful and wholeſome Food, eſpecially in times 
d jof Scarcity ; Of the Joice of them alſo tilled, 
e jſthey make moſt excellent Aquaviez ; This is 
r fall that is neceflar for you to have in your 
s [Yards,cxcept it be ſome Turkie Beans, and for 
want of theſe, ſome good ordinar Beans and 
- [Peaſe, which will notonly tend forthe gooding 
nd improvement of your Yard, bur are veric 
ood alſo to boyl with your Pork, and keep 
our Servans alſo from treading down your 
ields of Peaſe, they are alſo verie uſeful for 
our Bces. 

Each Farmer may therefore have one Hive 
r tweof Bees, the ordering of themis ſo well 
nown, that Lſbal not fay anic thing, but that 

C they 
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they will be found very broficable.& no charge. 

Be carcful co gather as much Summer Dung 
as poſlible, Dung being the Mother of Corn, 
for that end buy Straw wherever you can get 
it, for bedding your Clotles, Byres and Stables 
in the Summer time, it 1s ordinarly cheapthen, 
and ye cannot beſtow halfa Merk better, than, 
upon a Threaveof good Wheat or Bear Straw, 
which being rightly uſed, will make more 


Winter time; but be ſure not to neglect the 
hoyeling and cleanſing of your Cloſe after eve- 
ric ſhower of Rain,then carry alltoyour Dung- 
hils, which you muſt carrie up equal and 
tight, all which are neceſlar for the equal way 
of Roting, and though they ſeem crival in 
themſelves, yet they ought not be neglected. 

Green Fain or Brachens, if they be within 
a mile of you, are well werth your pains of + 
bringing home ; bed your Cloſe with chem, in 
the ho manner as with Straw, it makes a moſt | 
excellent Mannure, far above that of Rulbes. 

The Turſe of Moffie, er any four, moiſt, 
Rulbie Earth, may be well brought home a 
mile off, andmay be cither thrown into your 
Clole, to be trode to Dung with your Beaſts, 
or laid by Lares, as they call it, upon your 
Dunghill, which being covered afterwards 
with Dung, then wich the Turfe, and ſo furth, 
which makes a moſt excellent compoſt, and it 
is alwiſe good te lay che Foundation of your 
Dunghuul chis manner of way. 


it. Lyme 


Dung then ten Threaves eaten by Bealts in the 
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e, CE 
2 Lyme and Earth mixt and made up1n Heaps 
n,| in = Fields, after a years ſtanding, proves a 


veric good Manure for the In-field Land, eſpe- 
ciallie for theſe who are thin of Earth, as the 
-n, | preceding compoſt is alſo. 

Sea-Sand is good for Clay Grounds, for be- 
fides the Saltneſs by its Sharpneſs, it cuts the 
| Clay, and ſaves much Labour, there is no loſs 


he N lead it a Mile. 


ct | 


In thort, there is notan eaſier and imorepro- 
fitable way, then to mix Metral with Mettal, 
chat is to ſay, dig Pits in the Ground, and co- 
ad | Yer over your Lands ewe or three Inches thick, 
ay | the light Sandy Ground with clay Grounds, 
in fand the Clay-Grounds with Sand grounds, 
| [try this but once, and ye will be perſwaded of 
-n | he truth of it. 
of. Nets, It helds alſo upon Graſs the ſame 
way uſed, only it muſt be harrowed veric 


{ j ſmall. 


. F If your Grounds ly within three Miles of a 
t, | Burgh or Village, it is worth your pains to 
a | lead Dung all the Summer time, and lay it 
ir [upon your Wheat Fauch, eſpecially having a 
Cart way thereto. Sea Ware may be led two 
r [Miles with profite, and is moſt excellent for 
's [your Bear Fauch, 
If a Tennent have a large Farms, he ought 
it jt0 abſtain from all manner of Work himlelf, 
c [except in caſes of neceſlity; Ic is an ordi- 
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nary ſaying, a good Grieve is worth two 


Workers, he needs not beidle though ke work |; 


not with his hands, let him work with his Nod- 
die, Projet and Contrive, Grieve and Over- 
ſee the Execution of his Project; let him ſow 
his own Corns, much depends upon a goodand 
equal Sower: look to his Shearers that they 
Shear clean, and reap that which GOD hath 
given them, the contrary of which I have ob- 
lerved, to be ameng the greateſt faults of many 
in Zaft-Loibian, Where generally ſpeaking, I 
am ſure they leave more behind them, than 
grows upon ſeveral Out-fheld Grounds in many 
places of Scetland, and at leaſt the Seed of what 
they fow themſelves. 

- This badcuſtome hath not onlie its rife but is 
ſupported by a certain Lafie Idle Imployment, 
called gathering, which a Greedy fort of people 
have perverted from its proper uſefulneſs, for 


whereas noneſ{hould have theLiberry of gather=| 


ing, fave the Poor & Indigent People, whoare 
not ab/e to do any manner of Work, or the 
Chi/dren of theſe poor People, when they can- 
not come abroad themſelves, and their Chil- 
dren fit for no Labour, or Service 3 Now it is 
b-=comea Trade, and a veric cheating one too, 
for ſtrong healthie people, and many of them 
no ways Indigent, hire Shearersin their place, 
ti.zt they may follow that un/awful/ Imploy- 
Te:?, and fo cat the Bread out of the Poors 
Mouth: It is obſervable allo, that they go al- 
wile, where they have moſt Friends amongſt 
7. Shea.cis, and as amongit Soldiers every 

One 


| 


| J 
one follows his Leader,& then they are ſure nat 
to want; And now ſince the Farmers think 
itnot worth their while to take -noriceof it, 
( chough I chink thir bad Crops bygone ſhould: 
teach them ſome Wiſdom ) I bink the Juſtice 
of Peace (bould nottice it. | 

The Farmer himſelf ſhou'd alſo caſt all his 
Stacks to the proof and ſee it well dighted ;. 
and for that end he ſhou!d learn to Write, and 
kpow the common Rules of Arithmetick, that 
he. may keep an exact Book of all his Sowings 
and Increaſe, he thould alſo be every Night at 
the Redding of his Barns,and Lock inthe-Doors 
thereof himſelf. | | 

In fine, he ſhould frequent Mercats and 
Fairs, and know how all things arc Sold ane 
Bought; that ſo he may pur off his old Oxeny 
and Horſes, and other things : As alſo to Buy 
ſuch things as are nceeſſary fer him, at the belt 
Advantage : By this Method, I am ſure he 
hal never be idic. 

I am againſt great Farms, it is a!meſt impol- 
ſible to improve a great Room to that advan- 
rage asa leiler ; I think wo Plows ſufficient for 
the greateſt, che Rent being about lix Chalders 
of Vicual, when the Ground is very good, and 
four in that which isnot {0 good. bur 1 am moſt 
fully convinced, they ſhould rake long Leaſes 
or Tacks, that they may nor be ſtrairned with 
time, in the Improvement of their Rooms, and 
this is profitable both for Maſter and Temw- 
NCnr. 
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Now having given you my Opinion 1n 2s 
few words as is potlible, how to order all things 
to the beſt Advantage, Ithink it verie necella- 
ric before I conclude, to teach you how to take 
Land,that is to ſay, how to make a good bar- 
gain with your Land-Lord, for the Lands.you 
areto pay Rent for, and if ye ſucceed in ths, 
it will prove a great Incouragement for you to 
beſtow all the Pains and Charges I have re- 
quired of you. | 

The Lands of Eaf-Lothian,generallic ſpeak- 
ing, pay all their Rent in Vidual, which at 
the firſt view appears to be a verie eafie way 
for the Tennents, he threſhes out ſo much of 
the Product of his Ground, and delivers it to 
his Maſter for his Rent, gets his dilcharge. and 
15 neither troubled with Mercats nor ill Debt- 
tors, it doth alſo reſemble alſo the Primitive 


—_ — 
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fimplicitie, when the uſe of Monic was not 
fo much as known, and things went by Ex- | 
cambion, or changing things of which we had þ 
more than ſufficient, for thoſe things we wan- 
ted, and ſtood in need of, as Corn for Cattle, 
Milk for Oyl, Wool for Flax, &c. But ſince the ' 
ſtare of things are verie much altered now, | 
from what they were of Old, I have obſerved | 
this Victual-Dury to prove oft-times very pre- 
judicial co the honeſt Farmer. | 

Therefore I do adviſe all Tennents to cn- 
deavour to take their Farms ſo, as they may 
have half Vicua! and half Money for their | 
Rent, and that for theſe Reaſons 


Firſt, 
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wh I have obſerved ordinarlie, the thing 
at breaks the Tennent is bad years, that is 


bo lay, bad Crops, whenthe Ground brings not 
urth according to its uſual Fertilitie. 
When the Crop proves bad the price of Vi- 


-| tual ariſeth often to the Double, and Peale to 


the triple of what they are ſold at in the years 


| of Plentie. 


| In theſe Years, the poor Tennent not hav- 
ing wherewir't to pay his whole Rent, what- 
ever he falls ſhort in a Year of Scarcitic, he 
15 not able to make ir up in two or three Years 
of Plentie, becauſe then the Corns ſell at a 
verie low rate, and fo being once intangled 
with Debt, he is diſcouraged to proſecute has 
Labour with Diligence, Expenſe and, Heartt- 
neſs, and ſo dwingels away to nothing. 

Now ſuppoſe a Tennent, who pays fix Chal- 
ders of Victual of Yearlie Rent, ſhould in place 


| thereof, pay onlie three Chalders, and 390 


Pounds Scors in Monie, which is the ordinar 
Account made of Vidtual in Eat- Leathian, for 
the Lands ſell generallie at 2500 Merks the 


| Chalders, the intereſt of which is 100 pound 
| Scots Yearlie, and thus the Chaider of Vietual 1s 
| wortha hundred pounds Scets communubus Annis. 


Suppoſe then he pays 300 pounds, and three 
Chalderg of Vietual, and-a Dear Y ear comes 1n 
the worſt of Years; generallie Tennents are 
able to pay fourChaldersfor ſix,ar leaſt the hatf; 
So that by this Method, in a bad Cropt, he 1s 
alwiſe able to pay his Vietual Rene, &it a good 
Croprt or two follow ke will be atwile abie = 


40 ) 
way or other by ſale of Beaſts or otherwiſe, 
to recover his Money Rent. 

Bur ſuppoſe he hath one Chalder to fell, 
that Chalder in a dear year will render him 
double Money, and ſometimes more ; So that 
he will be but 100 pound in bis Maſters Debt 
by this Mechod, which a plentifull Year will 
eaſily diſcharge ; Whereas by the other Method 
he would have been in about four. 

As to an Objection that may be made, that 
in cheap years, it will pe difficult for the Tem- 
nent to raiſe 30o, /4b. out of his three Chalders 
of Victual, cenſidering the low pricesMercat 
Charges, breaking of Merchants and ſuch like, 
conhlidering all things, I think there is no great 
weight 1n 1t. 

For friſt, It is to be confidered, that the 
Years of plenty may well bowe a Teancar,but 
can never break him, 

Secondly, Your Land is either very ill taken, 
or elſe in plentiful Years ye will have a grea- 
ter Quantity of Corns to ſpare then the ex- 
a& three Chalders for which ye pay the Money. 

And thirdly, "The difference contiſts mainlie 
in the price of Oats, ard Peaſe, for Wheat 


and barly arc ſeldom or never at lefs value - 


then 1o {ib the Chalder, and Oats ( for few 
Tennents pay any quanticy of Peaſe ) made 
in Meal, will in the cheapeſt Years arife to 
near 80 (ib. the Chalder ; Se that there will be 
but twentie pound of loſs upon the Cialder in 
the very cheapeſt Years, which is no great thing, 
conſidering that experience teacheth us,that the 
ruine of Tenneats proceeds moſtlie from bad 

Crops, 
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Crops, which by the Methed propoſed might be 
prevented. 

And by the by, I muſt add this, that inplen- 
tifull Years, the making the Oats in Meal, is a 
very good part of Husbandrie, for there is evi- 
dent advantage by the ſelling of it our in the 
beginning of Harveſt, when all the unprovis 
omen unfrugal muſt buy; As aiſo for two 
years proviſion for your Familic, that incale of 
a ſucceeding bad Crop, you may ſell and ſpare 
your Corns with advantage. For your Peale 
keep them by you in a cheap Year, for Once in 
three Years ordinacly thes will double the 
Stock. 

And laſtly, the provident Husband man wlll 
endeavour to reirup a Cow or Colt, and many 
otherways he may imploic his Corn when it is 
cheap, as by feeding of Swine, Poultry &e. All 
which will foon make up that ſmall difference 
I have brought ir too, and much. more. Theie 
may ſome obje&, that the: Maſter wiil not con- 
ſent to make ſuch an alteration, becauſe he 
finds the value of Monev i: continually ariſing 
and it is but-juſt & reaſenable,that the priceof 
Corns and Catrel thould rife proportionallie, 
for if the Government (houid maie the 40 jbil. 
pieces to paſs fer three pound Scots, which isa 
third more valus then what it is. {sirt not als 
reaſonable, that I ſhould raiſe the price of the 
Victual a third alſo, fince the Money 1s no bet- 
ter and the Victual no worte then formerly, what 
ever value be put upon it. They {ay aifo. that 
the Converſion of the ip/s corpers to Money, is 


a kind 
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a kind of Dilapidation; And the uncertain ' 
value of our Corn, is evident by the Con- 
veriion of Bolls of Vidual payabie to Aba cies 
or the like unto half a Merk for cach Boll, 
which is payed this day according to the value 
of the preſent caſe, whereas thoſe who are in 
the ſame Circumſtance with them, and who 

{ had not made the Converſion pay the full Boll 
this very day, lt is alſo evident bythe half-crown 
piece coined in Regent Mortons time, which 
now paſles for a Crown. 
lnanſwer thereto, firſt, There is no good Maſter 
who will ſcruple ſuch a thing, which evidently 
tends ſo much to the advantage of his Tennent 
and nothing of loſs to himſeif, for when he gets 
100 {ib. for the Chaldes of his Vicual, hegers as 
much as the Intereſts of his money comes to, & 
his Money well ſecured beſides, which is e- 
noughtn all conſcience, ifhe be not anUlſurer, 

Secondly, it tends to the general advantage. 
of the Nation, for in a good Yeamandrie, both 
cheRiches and Strength of a Nation conſiltech, 
as Witnes our Neighbours in England. 

3 As to the ebjetion about the Coin, the 
altering and overvaluing of the Coin of a Na- 
cion, is certainly noways advantagious, but pre- 
judicial to a National Intereſt, and ought not 
co be done, this is {ſo evidently demonſtrated 
by ſeveral hands already that I ſhal ſay nothing 
of it ; Only if the Lands were ſet for Money, 
as is propoled, I hops theſe who are in the 
Government, who are generally all Land-Loce's 
would ſee that they and the Nation receive 


a0 prejudice that way, 
Fourthly 


ov 7 


© SW - Wo 


& 7 Yu UY ba FF 1 


—S 


= Gf MBs ww oa” WW SW: Uo 5 os 


—_.—— 


(43) 

Fourthly, Though chis ſhould happen, ve 
need not doubr,as all orher things riſes in price, 
the Rents of Lands will riſe alſo. 

And Laſtlie beſides all, ir will in time give 
Inc@uragement for fewing, both to Maſter and 
Tennent, of which | tba; {peak next. 

I obſerve the ordinary Methods with the 
Tennents in Eaſt-Lorbian, is, when 1t pleaſes 
GOD to bieſs their Labours, ſo that their 
Stocks increaſe, then they take another Room, 
and after that a third. and ſo fturth, and after 
all, comes a bad Year, and Ditlhes up all, 

I wouid therefore adviſc a Zennent. when 
GOD bleſſes his endeavours, and he tinds that 
he has ſome foregear, as they call it, that he 
would go to his Maſter,and cell him, he is con- 
rent ta give him fome Monie, p:oviding he 
will givc him ſome caſe of his Yearlie Rent. 
The Method I propole, is this, 

If a Tennent pay fix Chaiders of Vicua), or 
three Chalders of Vidtual, and zoo bb. Scots 
Yearlje, which 1 think the beſt way, or the 
half, third, fourth or fifth part of fuch a Rent; 
for as I ſaid before, the 11x Chalers of Vidtual 
is the greateſt Rent chat ought to be in anie one 
Farm. This Tennent comes ro his Maſter, and 
ſays, Iwill give you 25-0 Merks, if ye will 
give me down a Chaidec of Victual, or 100 
pound Scets of mv Yearlie Rent, and give me 
an Heretab.e Right coir, for my ſe;f, Heirs and 
Succeſlors, for the remander part of the Rent, 
this can be made app'icable for any Room of 
whatſecver Rent, or avy Sum whatſoeycr ote- 
red proportionally, This 
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This I 4o adviſe the eres accept becauſe 
if he b: a frugal man, he knows how to make 
als good uſe of his Money, and it evident!y in- 
Cures the reft of his Rent;and if he be a Spend- 
thrift,it is als good to rake of iis own as to bor- 
row from his Neighbours, and peſſibly cuca 
Bankrupt altogether. 

If the ſame Tennent purchaſe more, I do ad- 
viſe both Maſter and Tennent to do the ſaze 
till che half Rent, or at moſt two parts of the 
Rent be thereby exhauſted, and thereafter the 
Tennent & his Succeſlors are to pay the Super- 
plus tothe Maſter for ever, & are to beoblidged 
to keep good Horſe & Arms to attend him, and 
maintain their Houſes in good and lufficient 
condition, and this I call feuing of Land. 

I know this is not the ordinar and ſtrickeft 
way of Feuing, according to the Feudal Law, 
or conform to the practice in ſome places, efpe- 
cially in the Weft of Scotland, where, upon the 
death of the Maſter or Tennent the Tony 
1s doubled, and for that of a ſingular Succeſl- 
or, the whole intrinſick value of the Lands fo 
holden for a year, is payable to the Landlord, 
where alſo ſeveral Clauſes anent Alienations 
without conſent of Superiors, and other unrea- 
ſonable icritant Clauſes place againſt the poor | 
Vailals, whereby when an unjutt and hard Ma» 
liter ſucceeds,or very frequently a Lawyer, there 
are many evident Advantages to be taken by 
reaſen of the Jgnorance of the poor Vailals. 


But | 


| 
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But as I diſlike ſu. 25 ,urſes,ſo what is ſaid. is 
all which I underſtand and mean by Feuing: 
And ic ſeems moſt reaſonable, that as I will nor 
adviſe Mafters to diminiſh their Rents above 
the one half, by this new way of Feuing, So 
that I ſhou!d not ſubjet the poor laborious 


| Husband=man to any irricant Clauſes, neither 


eo .vaſt Entries, which in time probably may 
deſtroy both him and his Succeſhon, 

Thus in as few and plain words as I could, 
I have fiinifhed my Advice, that what is ſaid 


\ may be eaſily underſtcod by the meaneſt Ca- 


PaCity. I have uſed your own dialed and form 
of ſpeaking, I with from my heart you would 
follow and practiſe what is ſoily Wric and in- 
tended for your Inftrution. which will incou- 
rage me to a ſecond Treztiſe, for Husbandrie 
is an inexhauſtable Treaſure; there are many 
Excellent things to be laid upon it, both new 
and old, bur Puw/ may Plant and Apollos water, 
yetit is GOD who giveth the increaſe, which 
that he may do, be diiigent in prayer for the 
b eſfing of the everiiving GOD upon your en« 
deavours, that you ma) be bleiſed in your Bas- 
ker, bietſed in your fiore, b.cifed in your 


 Heards, that your Paſtures may abound with 


Flocks, and your Valicys with Coins & that he 
may fe: a Hedge abour you & all that you have, 
& may be yz our Gud and thewod of your Seed, & 
to let you {ce by ris excelient Mixiute of Spiri- 
tual wich Bodi.y Exerciles, that youare as happy 
asa World can make ou, and thereby preſerved 
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from Envy, and conſequently render you ab- 


ſolucely contented with your own manner of | 


Life. | ball conclude witha Poem, in*com- 
mendation of a Country Life, and the Pleaſures 
attending the ſame, as followes, 


APOEM in Praiſe of @ Countrey Life, and the 
Pleaſures thireof, in Imitation of Virgil,in the 


Epilogue of bis ſccond Book of Georpicks, 


A Gricula in curye terram dimovit araire. 
Quos ramifruttus quos ipſa velentis, r1re 
Sponie thiere ſus Capſite 


Sing the Pleaſures of a rural Life, 

Void of ail carping care,& wrangling ſterife, 
Bleſt with brighe Ptizbus Beams, Birds bear 
( their parr. : 
Wich charming Netes, without acquired Airt 


They warble furth their Makers Praiſe ſo High ' 


As frightens Night and rouſeth ſlumberingDay. 
None beats their Time, and yet they all agree 
Without a Book in perfet Harmonie, 
Baſs, Councer, Tenor, Trible there you'l hear, 
There's no diſcord to choack a tender Ear. 
All play their parts with a melodious Sound, 
From toppingRocks whileEchoes anſwer round 
The droutice Trees awakened with their call 
Burft furth in leaves where inſtantly they fall 
With all the cunning that can be expreſt. 
In various forms to build their circ'led Neſt, 
Where they mayNeſtle and bring forth a quire 
Of well ſet voices for the coming Year, = 

& 
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The chearful Lambs attending on their Dames, 
In ſprightful skips perform their harmleſs games 
Whiles in a croud they runand one doth gain 
Who's ftraight applauded byhis fi "lowing train 
Another runs alone while all {ok on, 
And chears his Mettal with a pleaſant Tone, 
Yer all obey when call'd and each doth know, 
By his Dames voice to which place he ſhould go, 
They running call and calling run with haſt 
To quench their drought by ſucking of the breaſt 
The other Beafts in herds both wild and tame 
Wich gentile pace feed through the flourie plain 
Forget their Winters toil and ſtormic Showers 
And ſeem delighted with the vernant Flowers 
Under the ſhades of Arched Groves they reſt, 
Then up again and feed where they think beſt 
Not dyeted by Plowmansſtraitned hand, 
Both caſe & Food they have at their command 
Sofree fromcare they drink the pearled ſtreams 
Breath a pure Air and ſhuns Appollos Beams. 
Mountains they mount and vernant meads with 

|( haiſt 
Are all cut down to pleaſe their wanton tafle; 
Ceres makes haſte ro hoord up plenteous Store 
For man and beaſt when Spring can dono more, 
Fiſh, Fow! and Beaſts br ings forth all what | 
( they can, 
And mother Earth produces all for man. 
The tender Gratn by hopeful Peaſants Sown, 
No ſooner Roots then UP again its Grown. 
[The Blade the Stalk, and then the tender Ear, 
In its green Cover ſoftly doth appear. 
Fearing the bluſtering wind it pipes about, 
Finding 
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* Finding all fair it Gentlie ventures ouct”- 


Thentranklic neurish'd by Earths-fataingClot 
Ic forms irs Kirnal in its chathe Coat. 
Whici» warmed by Appelo's warming Rays, 
Blade, Scaik and Husk apparantly decays. 
The Ear does bow his head, the Stalk doth bend, 
And doth the Sickle with confenc attend. 
1hus Fiowers do blow, and fruit Trees throu 
( rhe Field. 
As Bees their Honie, Cows their Milk do yield, 
ihe paintul Swain colle&s what Narure gives, 
Cloned with content, moſt happilie he lives. 
Can Court or Camp,can Bench or Bar afferd, 
Suci) innate plcaſures to its fretful Lord. 
Gen may kill, nos cure,and Merchants cheat, 
Sea-mecn may drink and {wear, and rivals hate, 
Serumpets may pox the Sparks, and they in pain 
P, ompt with revenge, may pay them back again 
The Prieſt may bau/ at aff, yer long to trie 
Theſe amorous moods,themfelves to mortifie. 
But happie he who Agieus like doth dwell, 
Wichin the confines of his Countrey Cel. 
And whoſe content doth free him ot the ſenſe, 
Of deadly vice and 15 Experience. 
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